
Polling'News'&'Notes!'
Overlooked)Recent)Polling)and)Insights)•)October)30,)2014!

Will'Republicans'Trying'To'Flip'Democratic'Seats'Hold'On'To'Leads?'As!of!close!of!
business!Wednesday,!three!Republican!Senate!candidates!led!their!Democratic!opponents!by!
double:digits!in!the!Realclearpolitics.com!averages!of!polls:!Steve!Daines!in!Montana!(+18!
points),!Mike!Rounds!in!South!Dakota!(+12.2),!and!Shelley!Moore!Capito!in!West!Virginia!
(+16.6).!!Three!Republicans!had!leads!outside!the!margin!of!error:!Tom!Cotton!in!Arkansas!
(+5),!Bill!Cassidy!in!Louisiana!(+4.5),!and!Cory!Gardner!in!Colorado!(+3.3).!!Two!Republicans!
led!within!the!margin!of!error:!Dan!Sullivan!in!Alaska!(+2.2)!and!Joni!Ernst!in!Iowa!(+2.1).!!
These!candidates!are!in!a!good!position!a!few!days!away!from!Election!Day,!but!how!likely!is!
it!that!they!will!be!able!to!hang!on!until!polls!close!next!Tuesday?)

Senior!Columnist!at!Sabato’s!Crystal!Ball!Sean!Trende!examined!polling!data!as!far!back!as!
1998!to!find!out!how!often!a!candidate!with!a!specific!lead!a!certain!number!of!days!away!
from!Election!Day!won.!!His!research!suggests!100%!of!candidates!with!average!leads!
between!4%!and!19%!six!days!before!the!election!went!on!to!win.!!That!is!good!news!for!
Daines!(+18),!Rounds!(+12.2),!Capito!(+16.6),!Cotton!(+5),!and!Cassidy!(+4.5),!though!Cassidy!
will!face!a!November!runoff.!!Of!candidates!with!a!2%!or!3%!lead!six!days!out,!80%!won.!!
That!suggests!Gardner!(+3.3),!Sullivan!(+2.2),!and!Ernst!(+2.1)!could!flip!Democratic!seats!in!
Colorado,!Alaska,!and!Iowa.!!!
!
Anything!can!happen!in!the!next!few!days,!but!if!these!candidates!continue!to!perform!well!
and!get!out!their!vote,!Republicans!could!be!in!for!a!good!night!next!week.)
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Percentage'of'Candidates'Holding'On'To'Leads''
Over'Closing'Days'Of'Election!
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