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Keystone'XL'Veto'Threat'Despite'Bipartisan'Support:!It!is!still!the!first!week!of!the!new!
Congressional!session,!and!President!Barack!Obama!has!already!threatened!to!veto!one!of!the!first!
and!best!opportunities!for!bipartisan!legislation,!the!Keystone!XL!pipeline!(KXL).!!His!threat!puts!
him!at!odds!with!not!only!Republicans,!but!many!other!Democrats!as!well. !
!
A!November!6J9,!2014!Pew!Research!poll!found!that!59%!of!Americans!favor!building!KXL!(31%!
oppose),!with!this!support!stretching!across!demographic,!educational,!regional,!and!political!lines.! !
SixtyJsix!percent!of!men!and!52%!of!women!favor!KXL.!!Measured!by!age!cohorts,!66%!of!50J64!year!
olds,!64%!of!those!older!than!65,!57%!of!those!30J49!years!old,!and!51%!of!18J29!year!olds!favor!
KXL.!!SixtyJtwo!percent!of!those!with!high!school!or!less!education,!61%!of!those!with!some!college,!
55%!of!college!graduates,!and!49%!of!those!with!postJgraduate!education!favor!KXL.!!A!majority!in!
every!region!supports!construction:!63%!of!Southerners,!62%!of!Midwesterners,!55%!of!
Northeasterners,!and!54%!of!Westerners!favor!building!KXL.!! !
!
Almost!all!(83%)!Republicans!favor!KXL,!including!conservative!(85%)!and!moderate/liberal!(77%)!
Republicans,!while!Democrats!are!split!(43%!favor;!45%!opposed),!with!51%!of!Democrats!who!
describe!themselves!as!conservative/moderate!Democrats!and!32%!of!those!who!are!liberal!
supporting!it. ! !In!the!House!of!Representatives,!19!Democrats!voted!in!favor!of!KXL!in!May!2013,!
while!at!least!nine!Senate!Democrats!have!indicated!they!will!vote!for!it!now.!
!
Senator!Joe!Manchin!(DJWV)!said!he!was!disappointed!“that!the!president!will!not!allow!this!
Congress!to!turn!over!a!new!leaf!and!engage!in!the!legislative!process!to!improve!an!important!piece!
of!legislation."!!Many!on!both!sides!of!the!aisle!and!around!the!country!apparently!agree.!! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
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